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English Abstracts

THE EXPANDED BIBLICAL STORY ABOUT ABIGAIL WHO PREVENTS
DaviD FROM SHEDDING BLOOD

Gilad Sasson

In the Babylonian Talmud as well as in the Palestinian Talmud there is an
expanded biblical story about David’s meeting with Abigail. In contrast
to the biblical description where Abigail succeeds in her mission due to
her wisdom, in the Talmudic renditions she does so using provocative
sexual behavior, which seemingly presents her as a promiscuous woman.
An analysis of the stories reveals that the PT chooses to present Abigail as
someone whose aim is to convert David’s desire for revenge into sexual
lust towards her and then prevent him from having sexual intercourse
with her. This was the only way that enabled her to save her home and
family. According to the BT, this behavior of Abigail implies and predicts
David’s future sin with Bat-Sheva.
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