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How Did the Hasmoneans Build Jewish Collective
Identity

Eyal Regev

The article summarizes some of the findings of my book The Hasmoneans:
Ideology, Archaeology Identity, suggesting that the Hasmoneans were aware
of the question of Jewish identity and that their political actions shaped this
collective identity. The Hasmonean territorial occupations and the conversion
or Judaization of the Idumaeans and Ituraeans were successful and
intentionally transformed Jewish identity. Other aspects of the Hasmonean
ideology, especially Hannukah, the half-shekel tribute, and the use of heber
ha-yehudim on coins, claiming to rule for and over all the Jews, were probably
means for the very same end: a new sense of Jewish collective identity, which
would not only empower the Hasmoneans, but also unite the Jews in a manner
that had never been done before. In a sense, whether or not the Hasmoneans
were fully aware of this, they created a new form of Judaism.

Distinctive Plaster of Jewish Mikvaoth, Olive and Wine
Presses during the Second Temple and the Talmud
Period

Haim Cohen

In the course of three seasons of excavations carried out in Cave Q27 in
David’s Stream, I noted that the plastering used in the mikvaoth (ritual baths)
did not contain crushed ceramics in the plaster, nor were the walls covered
with shards. A comparative examination of the baths’ plans and the manner
of their construction suggests a resemblance among all the sites in which were
discovered plastered water holding installation dating from the period of the
Second Temple to the times of the Mishnah and Talmud of Jewish
communities in Judea, Galilee, the Judean Desert and Jerusalem. In contrast,
in many pagan sites of the of the same period, extensive use was made of
plaster containing ground ceramics in all the installations intended to contain
fluids.

The fluid containers in the oil and wine installations, the Shiloah Tunnel,
as well as the drainage tunnel close to the Western Wall, the Temple Mount



